
Page A6 n Walton Sun n September 25, 2004

News
Newer homes are more likely to make it through a hurricane

BY PASHA CARROLL

SUN REPORTER

When two homes sit side
by side and one is flat-
tened by a hurricane and
the other remains
untouched, you have to
wonder, is it sheer luck or
the way a home is built?

Jerry Ray, the Senior
Vice President for the St.
Joe Company, said that
during Hurricane Ivan, it
was both.

“We were lucky, part of
being lucky is being pre-
pared,” he said.

The St. Joe Company
properties include Water-
Color, WaterSound and
Camp Creek Golf Club in
South Walton. 

“They do not have struc-
tural damage or flooding
at all,” he said.

“Homes built to the new
code fared much better
than houses built to the old
code,” said Malcolm Pat-

terson, the Executive Vice
President of the Building
Industry Association of
Okaloosa and Walton Coun-
ty. 

“The most damage I saw
was done to older houses.”

According to David
Thomas, the construction
manager at St. Joe Home
Building at WaterColor
and WatersSound, homes
built according to the 2001
Unified Building Code,
adopted by the State of

Florida and Walton County
in March 2002, should be
able to withstand 130 mph
winds. 

“It is designed to make
homes resilient,” Patterson
said of the wind load
requirements in the new
code.

“The new code also
states a clearly defined
system of accountability
for the builder, subcon-
tractor, architect, structur-
al engineer and local build-

ing department,” Thomas
said. 

“What I have seen as a
result of the new code is
the use of construction
techniques and materials
that have been used to pro-
duce better built, stronger
homes,” he said. 

A small portion of the
vast code outlines specifi-
cations for homes built in
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the wind born debris zone.
In Walton County, the

wind zone is any area with-
in one mile north of the
Gulf coast. These homes
must have one of three
things to be designed 
as a fully enclosed struc-
ture.

All outside windows and
doors must have either
projectile tested storm
shutters, marked plywood
covers and fasteners or
impact glass that has been
tested to withstand wind
born projectile. 

In the wind born debris
zone, homes can also be
built as a partially
enclosed structure, which
does not require window
covers or impact glass.
The home has to be
designed with more strin-
gent criteria.

The owners, structural
engineers and architects
make the choice to design
a home as a fully or par-
tially enclosed structure,
Thomas said. A fully
enclosed structure 
will cost about $15,000
extra.

“It is more expensive to
build to standards,” Patter-
son acknowledged. 

It is less expensive when
done in the building’s ini-
tial construction rather

than retrofitting. Bringing
a home up to code is very
expensive, he said.

“It begins with a master
plan,” Ray said. “It is
much more than how many

nails and screws go into a
house.”

A house built to the 2001
Unified Building Code can
be a secure home, even in
hurricane winds. However,

homeowners should never
assume their newly built
home is indestructible.

“At category 5 or spin-
off tornados—no building
code can stop it,” Patter-

son said.
“Tornadoes are up to 

250 mph. There is nothing
you can do,” Thomas
agreed.
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The heavy-duty strap is embedded in concrete and is
wrapped around the perimeter beam.
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The all thread rods, placed at approximately 60 inches
apart around the home, connects from the bottom of the
beam to the top plate. The hurricane clip secures the
tresses to the top plate developing a continuous hold
down system from foundation to top plate.




